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PENNSYLVANIA WEATHER RECORDS, 1644-1835. 

[We are indebted to the family of our late Vice-President, William 
M. Darlington, Esq., of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for the following 
valuable compilation of the variability of the winters in Pennsylvania 
for a period of near two centuries, found among his papers after his 
death. — Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

" Sometimes the ice so strong and firm we know 
That loaded wagons on the rivers go ! 
But yet so temperate are some winters here 
That in the streams no bars of ice appear." 

The foregoing lines are taken from the Descriptio Pen- 
silvanie (in Latin verse) by Thomas Makin, published in 
1729. The author had resided in the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania for forty years. He was clerk to the Assembly in 
1699 and teacher of Latin in the Friends' Academy at Phila- 
delphia. It is often asserted that our climate is changing, 
but recorded observations for more than two centuries show 
the contrary. The earliest authentic notices of the weather 
in this latitude are to be found in the " History of New 
. Sweden," as the Swedish settlements on the Delaware River 
were named. In the work referred to the author, at page 
56, gives extracts from the journals of his grandfather, John 
Campanins, who was from 1642 to 1648 pastor of the church 
in New Sweden. 

1644. January 1 to 10, cloudy and rainy weather, with 
occasional sunshine and somewhat warm ; from the 10th to 
the 20th a pretty sharp cold and there fell a good deal of 
snow; afterwards rain and thick fogs with sunshine at in- 
tervals, wind shifting from northwest to southeast and from 
southeast to south. From the 20th to the 31st it blew at first 
cold and hard, then came snow and sleet, now and then 
warm sunshine, gusts of wind from north to northeast, 
northwest and south. 

February, from the 1st to the 10th, cold and clear weather, 
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warm sunshine now and then, wind chiefly blowing from 
the east. From the 10th to the 20th, rain now and then 
and sometimes hail, in the interval cold and clear sunshine; 
winds south and north, southeast and northeast. From the 
20th to the 28th, cold, with snow and then clear sunshine 
and some snow, wind north and northeast. March, from 
the 1st to the 10th, still clear weather, afterwards rain, 
thunder and lightning, with sleet and hail; wind north, 
southeast, east and southwest. From the 10th to the 20th, 
fine, clear spring weather, with now and then rains and hard 
gusts of wind, white frosts at night. From the 20th to the 
31st there was rain, wind, thunder and lightning, with hail, 
and at intervals warm sunshine, nights starry and cold. 

1645. The temperature of this year was mostly similar 
to that of the preceding. 

1681. December 11, vessel arrived at Chester with set- 
tlers from England ; the Delaware River frozen over that 
night. 

1682. Winter mild; scarcely any ice. 

1683. Cold and severe; Delaware frozen up for a few 
days. 

1697. Loaded sleds passed on the ice from Philadelphia 
to Chester. 

1704. This has been the hardest winter and deepest snow 
known by the oldest resident. Snow fell one yard deep. 
Intensely cold all winter. 

1705. Deep snows ; many deer found dead in the woods. 
Some came to the farms and ate fodder with the cattle. 

1714. February, flowers seen in the woods. 
1717. Greatest snow-storm since the settlement of the 
country. 

1720. February 23, river clear of ice. 

1721. November 11, " My ink freezes, which obliges me 
to conclude." Close of a merchant's letter dated Philadel- 
phia. December 19, river full of ice. 

1722. January 22, river still locked up. 

1723. January 6, weather is yet very moderate, and the 
river free from ice. 
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1724. January 18, river very free from ice; December 22, 
river full of ice. 

1725. March 3, snow fell near two feet deep last night. 

1726. February 15, river driving with ice. 

1727. February 13, river driving with ice. 

1728. January 23, very hard weather for near two weeks ; 
the river Delaware passable on the ice ; booths set up on it 
in the middle of the river, which was closed by thick ice 
for three months ; December 31, thirty-six vessels, besides 
small craft, frozen up at the docks. 

1729. January 29, river still frozen up ; February 17, 
open. 

1730. January 20, deeper snow than for several years; 
river full of ice. 

1731. February 2, river locked up with ice. 

1732. January 25, river still fast ; February 22, open. 

1733. January 18, great snow at Lewes, Delaware ; Feb- 
ruary 1, river still fast. 

1734. January 1, river continues open; winter still 
moderate. 

1735. January 10, river continues open; winter very 
moderate. 

1736. January 6, river fast with ice ; February, open. 

1737. January 20, weather very cold; many persons 
frozen to death. 

1738. January and February, river open through these 
months. 

1739. January 25, river now open ; fast since December 18. 

1740. January, cold ; March 15, ice broken on the Dela- 
ware. 

1741. March 5, very cold; sleighs crossing the Delaware ; 
severe winter throughout the country; cattle dying for 
want of fodder ; many deer found dead in the woods and 
some came tamely to the plantations and fed on hay with 
the domestic animals ; March 13, river navigable ; winter 
had been very long and severe ; snow in Lancaster County 
more than three feet deep ; back settlers suffered for want 
of bread ; many families had little else to subsist on than 
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the carcasses of deer found dead ; very deep snow until the 
19th of April. 

1742. January 22, comet visible; river open; no mention 
of ice ; Long Island Sound frozen. 

1743. January 2, river open ; no mention of ice. 

1744. January 3, river full of ice; 19th, open. 

1745. January, February, and March, winter moderate ; 
river open ; no mention of ice. 

1746. January, February, and March, winter moderate ; 
river open ; no mention of ice. 

1747. Cold; February 24, river open; frozen up since 
December 23. 

1748. January and February, severe weather; river full 
of ice. 

1749. January and February, severe weather; river full 
of ice. 

1750. January 22, river broken up. Winter open, but 
cold spring. Considerable snow to the last of May in the 
country. 

1751. (West of the Allegheny Mountains) January 9, at 
a Wyandot Indian town on the Muskingum near where 
Coshocton, Ohio, stands ; wind southerly and warm. Jan- 
uary 15, the river Scioto high and full of ice. January 27 
(same county), snow fell six or seven inches deep ; the wild 
rye grass appeared green and nourishing through it; at 
Philadelphia, on January 1, the Delaware full of ice ; open 
for navigation on the 22d; February 17, the Big Miami 
River very high. 

1752. January and February, in Southwestern Pennsyl- 
vania and Northwestern Virginia frost, snow, and bad 
weather; Philadelphia, February 18, the river has been full 
of ice, is now almost clear. 

1753. January 2, navigation of the Delaware stopped by 
ice ; January 23, now quite clear. 

1753. December 27, the Allegheny River at Shannopins 
town, now Pittsburgh, partly frozen over; channel filled 
with floating ice ; cold very severe ; eastward at Philadel- 
phia. December 29, navigation closed. 
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1754. January 15, river at Philadelphia clear of ice ; re- 
markably cold and wet spring at the forks of the Ohio 
(Shannopins), now Pittsburgh. 

1755. January 14, Delaware River closed; opened on the 
21st and remained clear. July, warm sun ; rivers very low, 
Braddock excepted. 

1756. January and February, rivers at Philadelphia open ; 
first mention of snow in March ; Fort Duquesne nearly 
carried off by a freshet in the spring ; the winter had been 
exceedingly cold. 

1757. January 25, Susquehanna River now open ; Dela- 
ware open throughout the winter. 

1758. February 2, navigation of the Delaware has been 
stopped for some days; 16th, almost clear; December 5, 
Allegheny River full of floating ice ; extremely severe weather 
throughout the North, with snow. 

1759. January 8, Fort Pitt, the weather has been ex- 
tremely severe. 

December 24, Fort Pitt, " "Winter threatening to set in 
full upon us;" at Philadelphia, river filled with ice the 
greater part of the month. 

1760. January 17, Delaware now closed with ice ; Feb- 
ruary 14, open ; March 20, greatest snow fell at Philadel- 
phia since the province was settled; fell eighteen hours 
from the northeast; December 20, Fort Pitt, " Allegheny 
River so full of ice it must be frozen in a few days unless 
we have a thaw." 

1761. Navigation of the Delaware closed from January 
15 to February 5. The winter in Canada reported mild. 

1762. January 9, Fort Pitt, great rise of the rivers here ; 
Fort Pitt surrounded by water ; the rise of the rivers being 
about forty feet higher than usual, by which some houses, 
stores, etc., were carried away; the damage estimated at 
several thousand pounds ; Philadelphia, January 10, sudden 
thaw, occasioning great inundation ; violent northeast 
storm; March, heavy snows and rise of the rivers. 

1763. January 13, navigation of the Delaware stopped by 
ice ; February 14, thawing for some days. 

Vol. xv. — 8 
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1764. December 31, the Delaware frozen over in one 
night ; passable in the morning. 

1764. March 28. Snow fell two and one-half feet deep. 
Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers frozen over since the 
middle of the month. 

1765. January 3, navigation at a stand for a week past ; 
Philadelphia, February 7, on Tuesday an ox roasted whole 
on the Delaware; the novelty attracted a large crowd of 
people ; January 31, Fort Pitt, the weather has been so 
uncommonly severe at this post that both rivers have been 
passable on the ice these six week ; March 28, heavy snow- 
storm at Philadelphia, two and one-half feet in depth; 
trees broken down ; travelling impeded. 

1766. January 7, Delaware River closed throughout the 
month ; weather very severe. 

1767. January, Delaware River closed ; full of ice ; ther- 
mometer 5° ; thirty miles west of Philadelphia thermometer 
22° below zero. 

1768. February 11, Delaware clear of ice ; March 24, on 
Saturday a violent northeast snow-storm. 

1769. January, Delaware generally clear ; winter moder- 
ately cold. 

1770. January 11, much ice in the Delaware ; navigation 
at a stand ; November 25 and 26, in "Western Pennsylvania, 
on the banks of the Youghiogheny River, the ground covered 
with snow, while on the mountains it is knee-deep. 

1771. February 14, river Delaware full of ice ; February 
28, again clear. 

1772. January 31, the cold this month at Philadelphia 
has been excessive ; February 21, navigation open ; mercury 
in thermometer 2° high ; March 16, much snow last week ; 
two feet deep in some places ; June, great flood in the Ohio 
River. [Five feet higher at Wheeling than the subsequent 
great flood of 1832.] 

1773. Philadelphia, January 9, mercury 9° below zero ; 
January 20, river full of ice, navigation stopped; January 
21, thermometer at zero; February 20, at Newcomerstown , 
on the Muskingum River, the season intensely cold ; Feb- 
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ruary 28, much ice in the Ohio River; much snow and cold 
weather to 10th of March. 

1774. January 12, river Delaware fast-bound with ice; 
February 14, river Delaware fast-bound with ice. 

1775. January and February, much snow and ice east- 
ward, but the winter comparatively mild ; thermometer at 
Philadelphia marked on the 1st of January 25°; February 
1, 39°. 

1776. At Philadelphia, thermometer lowest mark 25°, 
highest 48°; lowest mark, February, 15°; highest 52°; 
comparatively a mild winter. 

1777. January 5, Carlisle, Pa., the depth of snow makes 
it next to impracticable to travel beyond the mountains ; 
the river Susquehanna is now difficult of passage. 

1778. January 19, Delaware River closed; the winter 
generally an open one ; much rain and very bad roads. In 
the spring the river Ohio very high. 

1779. February, peach-blossoms, dandelions, crocus, and 
flowers near Philadelphia. 

1779-80. The winter the most severe ever known in 
America ; Long Island Sound frozen over and the Chesa- 
peake passed with loaded sleds and sleighs at Annapolis ; 
at Philadelphia the mercury in the thermometer never dur- 
ing the month of January, except on one day, rose to the 
freezing-point ; ice sixteen to eighteen inches thick ; cattle 
frost-bitten ; ox roasted on the Delaware, opposite the city ; 
squirrels and partridges found dead. February 11, Fort 
Pitt : " Capt. Finley has arrived and informs me the snow is 
four feet deep on the mountains ;" such a deep snow and 
such ice have not been known at this place in the memory 
of the oldest natives ; deer and turkeys die by the hundreds 
for want of food ; the snow on the Allegheny and Laurel 
hills is four feet deep. December 7, Colonel Brodhead, 
commanding at Fort Pitt, sent a party of hunters to the 
Little Kenhawah to kill buffaloes, to supply the troops with 
meat, to be sent for in the spring. 

1781. January 27, Philadelphia, the winter remarkably mild 
thus far. December 14, Fort Pitt, river freezing over to-night. 
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1782. January 30, the Delaware frozen over fast until 
February 16. February 28, Sunbury, Pa., deep snow now 
going off. 

1783. March 18, Delaware River frozen over since the 
first of the year. 

1784. January 13, Philadelphia, navigation suddenly 
bound. February 23, mercury below zero. All the rivers 
in Pennsylvania frozen so as to bear wagons and sleds with 
great weights. During the month of February a sudden 
thaw occurred which opened the rivers so as to set the ice 
driving; sudden cold again in one night stopped it. In 
March a general thaw took place with remarkable effects, 
especially on the Susquehanna, where the gorges of ice were 
extraordinary, occasioning great inundations and devastation 
of towns, destroying houses, barns, cattle, etc. On the Ohio 
River, the settlements being few, the damage was less. 
The freshet was about the same in height as the later one of 
1832. December 20, Pittsburgh, a violent snow-storm. De- 
cember 28, Ohio River between Fort Pitt and Fort Mcintosh 
(now Beaver) packed with ice. 

1785. January 20, Delaware River frozen over from side to 
side. In a few days it broke up. February 2, again frozen. 

1786. January 21, mild weather until the 17th, when the 
Delaware froze over. March 24, Fort Mcintosh (now 
Beaver), " The winter has been remarkably moderate, but 
little snow, not over four inches at any time ; the air clear 
and the troops healthy; April 1, the snow fell upwards of a 
foot deep : 9th, weather so warm as to be disagreeable in the 
sun." Pittsburgh, December 9, Ohio River frozen over in 
many places; Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers both 
passable on the ice. December 10, Ohio pretty clear of ice. 

1787. January 7, Fort Harmar (Marietta), the Ohio River 
was about thirty feet to the top of the banks. January 13, 
great flood in the rivers at Pittsburgh ; a great part of the 
reserve tract overflowed; water higher than the pumpkin 
flood, 1810. January 27, a severe cold day. February 11, 
the weather has been very fine. December 25, Ohio River 
fast-bound with ice. 
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1788. January, Marietta, extremely cold ; Ohio frozen ; 
good crossing on the ice. January 28, snow deep since the 
2d inst. February 5, thermometer 6° below zero at Phila- 
delphia; at Pittsburgh, same day, 6° above zero. February 
8, river at Pittsburgh frozen over ; horses crossing on the 
ice. "Washington, Pa., February 19, this country has never 
experienced a winter more severe; the mercury has been at 
this place 12° below the extreme cold point ; at Muskingum 
20°, and at Pittsburgh within the bulb or bottle. February 
24, Ohio navigation shut or interrupted by ice since the 
20th of December last. December, weather extremely cold ; 
Ohio filled with floating ice. 

1789. January, Ohio River frozen over; January 3, ice 
broke up on the Schuylkill, doing much damage ; it de- 
stroyed three bridges ; January 19, sleighing from February 
5 to March 8, the Delaware frozen and thawed four times ; 
spring very cold until June 1; afterwards summer very 
warm. 

1790. January 3, remarkably open winter at Philadel- 
phia so far ; boys bathing in the rivers ; February 7, rivers 
frozen first time ; May 1, flood in Chartiers Creek. 

1791. January 1, the Ohio River has been closed for some 
time by ice; December 23, Delaware frozen over in one 
night. 

1792. Winter severe in Ohio Valley, with deep snow. 

1793. January 21, Philadelphia, winter has been very 
mild, now like April; February 12, snow about one and 
one-half feet deep, coldest weather this season. 

1794. Pittsburgh, December 20, severe snow-storm ; Ohio 
rivers high. 

1795. January 19, winter very mild at Philadelphia until 
a few days ago, thermometer to-day 12° ; Delaware frozen 
over February 22, thermometer 10° at 7 a.m. 

1796. January 31, thermometer at Lexington, Kentucky, 
at zero; river at Pittsburgh closed by ice, November 23 ; 
November 26, at Cincinnati, thermometer marked 3° below 
zero at sunrise; December 15, at Cincinnati, Ohio River 
full of ice ; thermometer 14° below zero at Pittsburgh. 
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1797. February 2, Pittsburgh, rivers open, had been closed 
by ice since November 23, one of tbe coldest winters known ; 
at Cincinnati, January 8, thermometer 18° below zero. 
Ohio River closed with ice for four weeks ; the Mississippi 
River frozen down to Natchez ; December 4, at Tuscarawas, 
Northwest Territory, now Ohio, snow eighteen inches deep, 
and thermometer at zero. 

1798. Severe winter in the Ohio Valley. 

1799. In Eastern Pennsylvania, much snow and ice 
throughout the winter from November to March. March 
14, deep snow ; June 6, severe frost. 

1800. "Winter more variable than the preceding one; 
deepest snow on March 8 ; two feet deep on a level. 

1801. January 7, earthquake and meteor at Pittsburgh ; 
at Philadelphia, very cold ; January 16, bright light at 8 p.m. 
and rumbling sound. 

1802. Philadelphia, very mild winter ; no ice until Feb- 
ruary 4 and 6 ; freezes hard, but soon disappeared ; 30th, 
very moderate ; many shrubs in leaf and blossom. Pitts- 
burgh, January 8, " Our days are as warm as the latter end 
of April and but little frost at night." 

1803. January 22, Philadelphia, river full of ice ; navi- 
gation stopped; winter cold, with continual snows until 
April. 

1804. January 16, Philadelphia, moderate until now ; 
January 21, river full of ice ; January 23, deepest snow-fall. 

1805. Philadelphia, March 2, the winter has been variable 
and peculiar, intense cold, deep snow, hail, sleet, high wind, 
and heavy rain. 

1806. Philadelphia, January 18, great deal of ice ; 21st, 
snow, sleighing fine. In March, snow throughout the 
month. December, the Ohio River filled with floating ice 
as far as the Little Kanhawha. 

1807. Philadelphia, January 9, the past few days the 
coldest weather for some years. March, much snow and rain. 
Pittsburgh, great flood in May in the Monongahela River; 
forty feet above the common level at Brownsville ; much 
damage done. 
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1808. Philadelphia, January 20, much ice. February 1 
to 20, much snow and rain. 

1809. Philadelphia, January, snow and ice in quantity ; 
25th, the Delaware almost frozen over. March 14, snow 
eighteen inches, deepest this winter; 18th, warm, open 
doors and windows. 

1810. Philadelphia, January 22, ice in Delaware, thick 
and strong. 21st February, clear of ice. 

Pittsburgh, November 11, great flood in the rivers, thirty- 
seven feet above usual level ; commonly known as the 
" Pumpkin Flood." 

1811. Philadelphia, January and February, continual 
snow and ice. Lowest thermometer, 19°, 19th January. 

December 2, second growth of apples at "Washington, 
Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh, first steamboat on the Ohio 
launched in March. December 16, first of a series of 
shocks of earthquake. New Madrid, Missouri, destroyed. 

1812. Philadelphia, river closed January 12 ; 19th, snow 
and sleighing. November, Ohio River and all its tributary 
streams high. 

1813. Philadelphia, January 9, snow; river full of ice. 
15th, snow a foot deep ; 30th, river closed ; February 26, 
river open. 

1814. Philadelphia, January 9, navigation stopped by ice. 
Pittsburgh, 14th, very cold. A letter of this date from one 
of the Pittsburgh volunteer company at Erie says the lake 
is frozen out as far as can be seen. 

1815. January 6 to 30, floating ice in the Delaware; 
31st, hard frozen. 13th February, good road across the 
river ; 27th, ice still firm. 

1816. January 18, the bridge at Falls of Schuylkill, Phil- 
adelphia, broken down by heavy snow, supposed to be 
thirty tons on it. 

1817. January 14, Philadelphia, first snow; 17th, rain 
and lightning. The Susquehanna frozen second time this 
winter at Wilkesbarre ; 19th, Delaware closed. March 9, 
James Black, while driving the Pittsburgh stage, frozen to 
death. March, a very high flood in the Ohio River. 
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1818. Philadelphia, river closed by ice from January 31 
to February 28. February 10, thermometer 4° below zero. 
March 8, great flood in the Ohio; sixty feet above low 
water at Marietta. 

1819. Philadelphia, January 2, river almost free from ice ; 
weather mild and pleasant; wind west. 9th, river filled 
with ice ; 26th, free. Philadelphia, February 12, northeast 
snow-storm, a foot deep. 

Pittsburgh, March 18, the winter has been mild beyond 
precedent. 

1820. Philadelphia, January 1, much ice in the river; 
16th, river broken up by a storm ; January 2, Ohio River 
frozen over at Cincinnati ; broke on the 13th. 

1821. January 27, 28, and 29, Pittsburgh, thermometer 
marked 13° to 14° below zero. Philadelphia, January 6 
and 7, heavy northeast snow-storm, eighteen to twenty-four 
inches deep. 19th, thermometer 3° below zero ; 25th, 7° 
below. Cattle frozen to death. Coldest winter for many 
years. 

1822. Philadelphia, January 8, ice; Schuylkill frozen; 
February 23, freshet in Pittsburgh; February 28, ice broken 
up in the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers. December 
6, Pittsburgh steamboats arrive and depart. 

1823. Philadelphia, January 22, navigation of the Dela- 
ware free from ice. 

1824. Philadelphia, January, light snow. Some sleigh- 
ing. February mild. 

1825. Pittsburgh, February 1, weather still very mild; 
rivers low. Philadelphia, 14th, like May. No ice. 

1826. Pittsburgh, January 27, rivers closed with ice. 
Philadelphia, 31st, rivers closed. 

1827. December 26, snow at Pittsburgh four inches deep ; 
first of the season. 

1828. Philadelphia, very mild winter. Navigation unin- 
terrupted. Ice-houses unfilled. Pittsburgh, ditto. Jan- 
uary, much rain fell within the last three months. The 
Ohio has been over its highest banks four times this season. 
February 11, peach-trees in bloom at Bellefonte, Centre 
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County. March 14, Pittsburgh, a distinct shock of an 
earthquake. 

1829. Pittsburgh, part of the winter very severe ; river 
open, January 16. 

1830. Pittsburgh, January 15 to 80, snow and rain, 
rivers open. February 9, thermometer at 6 a.m. 10° below 
zero. Coldest weather for nine or ten years. Rivers closed 
by ice. Open and navigation commenced, February 22. 
Pittsburgh, December 22, cold and severe weather, after a 
fall of snow. 

1831. Pittsburgh, January 18, snow twenty-two inches 
deep from the northeast and extended over the State, heav- 
iest east of the mountains. Mails were stopped and roads 
impassable. February 10, for some days the weather has 
been extremely cold. February 14, rivers at Pittsburgh 
fast frozen. February 22, the Monongahela River opened 
below the bridge. November 22, nine months have passed 
with uninterrupted navigation. Severe snow-storm and 
some rain over all the State, November 21 and 22. Early 
in December, coldest weather for many years. Beaver 
Creek hard frozen over, November 30. 

1831. December 2, heavy snow-storm at Erie, supposed 
to have been three feet deep. Lake harbors closed. De- 
cember 7, river at Harrisburg frozen over. December 7, 
Ohio River still open, though filled with floating ice. 

1832. Pittsburgh, February 10, greatest flood of this cen- 
tury in the rivers. The water ascended Wood Street to 
Second, on Liberty Street to the corner of Market, and the 
corners of Diamond and Jail Alleys. 

1833. Cold ; some ice. 

1835. Pittsburgh, thermometer 4° below zero on the 4th 
and 8th of January, and cold until the latter part of the 
month. February, first half very cold. 



